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Playground going up at LUPE Saturday 
Staff report  

In celebration of Cesar Chavez Day 2007, on Saturday, more than 250 community volunteers will 
build a new playground in Salinas.  

The construction will kick off at 8:30 a.m. at La Union del Pueblo Entero, 1330 E. Alisal Street.  

The effort is part of a statewide effort launched by Maria Shriver and CaliforniaVolunteers to build 
10 new playspaces in 10 different communities across California in partnership with national 
nonprofit KaBOOM!  
 
"Playgrounds allow our children to stay active, inspire imaginations, connect communities and, 
more importantly, teach life lessons," said First Lady Maria Shriver. "I'm so excited that together 
with CaliforniaVolunteers and our many other partners, we are building 10 new playgrounds 
across our state. Our new California playgrounds are being built in honor of Cesar E. Chavez and 
his courageous life-long dedication to serving others - and by building them, we continue his 
incredible legacy, teaching our children the valuable life lesson of service." 
 
CaliforniaVolunteers manages the Cesar Chavez Day of Service and Learning program, which 
was established in 2000 to honor the life and legacy of Cesar E. Chavez. This year, in addition to 
the ten new playgrounds, CaliforniaVolunteers awarded grants for the formation of after school 
service clubs for middle school students and curriculum development to integrate lessons 
regarding Chavez's life into school day and after school activities. Key partners include 
KaBOOM!, Youth Service California and the Cesar E. Chavez Foundation, which took a lead role 
in developing curricula and other learning materials that will be utilized throughout the state. 
 
"There is no better way to honor Cesar's legacy than to celebrate our youth by investing time and 
service in them," said Paul Chavez, son of Cesar and Cesar E. Chavez Foundation Chair. "If we 
show our future generations what Cesar taught us - that strong character and education are most 
beneficial when given back to help communities thrive; we only build for a better tomorrow. As 
Cesar said, 'We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosperity 
for our community. Our ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of 
others, for their sakes and for our own.'"  

 


